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-in- the United states for teaching Chinese at, the col%ege level.
suggestions are made for the 1mprovement of ex1s»1ng materials and
for the development of hew ones. The main problems associated with
the productlon and usefulness of language materials are that: (1)
languages ‘change through>“time and therefore materlals are guickly out
of date; (2) teachers and students vary in goals, temperament,-and ., 8
techniques; and (3) language pddagogy«iheorles are constantly o
evolving. In addition ‘intensive courses crea+g a’'gqualitative : .
dlfference in the.ne for materials. Academlc intensive courses,
.unlike thwose ‘offered in the government;, must be targeted egually .

PR

“toward speaking and readlng. The majority of the students in academlc_,

courses are preparing for hlgher-level research, for vhich they -
require -reading proficiency in thé Yanguage. In view- of this,
although all currently available Chingse materials could stand
merovement -‘and updating, reworking prlorltles should be for - .
‘materials in the reading phase: (1) introductory general readers, and
(2) ‘intermediate short-foktm characyéi texts especially on culture inm-*
‘Mainland China and updated newspaper readers. The available o
dictionaries seem to be adequate, .but a periodic newsletter would be
"useful for -continually updating the rapldly fluctuatlng pdlitical
.ocabulary: Recommendatipns are also made comcerning- spoken Chlnese

?jextsgand taped materials. (TL) . - . / ' s
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P ' It is doubtful that we e will ever.aeh;eve anythlng Iike TFFUFHIZEGVA:HJ>H”;A :
' - # . .
r-anguage materlals. Pactors é;fectlng lhnguago chanfe,

S L S
[ S R A

especially lexical change, occur eften enough to make minor bu%

/'notlceable dlfferonces appoar in .relatlve short periocds. Also,l’ ’

1anguage tegchers and students ar& 80 varled in geals, tempeqpent, _ e
4 ’ b

: y « .
- and teéhnl 1e that 1t would Ye 1mposs;bie io satxsfy Qveryene&w1th. ) - N
- t . Sﬁ -

o | . ore or twe Hexts. . T@eﬁ, tec;\general language podagegy eentlnuos ta \ )
> . g . - ¢

develop a2nd new. toxts are always needed te tost these advances.
o "~ One could wake a cazeq for cont1nu1ng product;on in all pheses - '_
. . R )‘ . ;
ef languupe materlals and hopefully this Wlll take place, bu% obvlously : »,'E

(¥ 4

we ecan't have everythlng. There is not enough tlme, money, ©Or energy
/
‘ . to Peep sueh an oeperatien g01ng full timo«/iUnfortunataly, therq is . .

) ﬂlsa the fact thah there 19 toe 11tt10 prestlpe or compensatlen feor the

.

i proparatien of 1anguage materlals for.low enrollment eourses of the

uncommonly ta&?st 1anguages.. The result is that prioritios wust be ’ .

[ lookod for in an attempt to cencontraie available roéources on the

' -

M
6Q Weakest peintﬂ 1in the materlals chaln. .

N ‘While I may despair ef-reaching any agreement, "1 would still like
' -

v 1

* 4o propese some Buggestlons based on ten years of univorsity teachinp

-

Q
S
[If u51qg chaefly the Yale and De Franels Chlnese texts as cere materlals. )

’More»lmportant for forwbing tHese oplnlons has been my lzst throe years
o ' Y

as erganizer and dlrectar of Cornell Unlverslty's'intenaive Chinese

f'language profran. Thia type of coﬁoentraoedcanroach geems te ' <
e . / |
. " B . . . . »
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Greate'a quaiitatgve'%iffefgnce in jfads.

\*samo compressed and speedad up. This tjpe

Py

It\dg;not just moré of the

if course puts incteaso&

— ~41ﬁﬁaemanas—,nf§tudgnt, teacher; and materxa&s

~

and quiekly highrl»:"kgh‘bs:

i the Heaknes es de £2D8 in materlals whllevehanglng one's perspoctlvo - o
~en course design. . - v
' SERRN I should point eut that although the go?brnmenf and dilitary éh

~
A o . \ .
1aﬁguage scheels Kave been doing tbis sort of thmng for a 1ong time,

it is élear that intensive courses in academla are not the same thihg.

~

The dlffcrences seem miner at first but actually tber hre 81gnxf10ant

. L3 [ -

¥
in the 1opg Tun. Flrst, the, m0t1vat10n fer stu&ents 1n academia must

be all carrot and no stiek. Seldom do wo ‘find any feollng that one'& .

T & !
v whole future is 1nt1mately ‘bound up with perfermance ln the 1anguage

programn, Students'aro 1n the courso by cﬁolco and ean always. Shlft
R back to & less dcmandlng and slower program, We have ne eontrol

boyon& our abjilityl to conv1nco them thad they are 1e?rn1ng Chinese.
/
Thore ceems te bo 2 clear centraet wlth the Defense Language Instltuto

L] - \ -
b .

+ and the Faroipn Serv1ce Instltuto in thlsvrespect.

A socond but even wmore important dlﬁforenco botween academic

~
.

and nan—acadomlc 4intensive preograms is the contrast in gnale. An

academlc program must be targeted oqually agalnst ‘speaking and readlng.

The nagorlty of our students are working to prOpare themselves for

hlgher 1ev01 aeadomlc research.- They wvust. be able te speak tho

3 -

1angu&ge but they pust alse be able to de research in the wrltten

£
langnage.
£
=

. \ )

-

The non-ecademic language gschools may achieve this reading
: : ‘ « . €
. .

\
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in, two or three 1nteﬂ31ve Fears for those stndents who oontinuo., But

4ﬁJLiuuxuuujLjm;nuai_trzgip_kggp,anhnyon :balance all through the program "
:re—tha%—t%&m—semestefm&eﬂ%ﬁm as- w&lez:eparod in epea.k:mg - L— B

{ , -

o e e o e

LT an& roading as’ his eeunterpart in any regular paced Ghlneﬁe eourse

SN ke gigﬁ% enter. ﬂe mnet 1ook upOn.ourse}ves as afserv1oevorganlzetlen

" 4

t 4 - . s . . . COUYrSES ) ' :
.. fTer other aegdemic:imstitutions and-design our, or earlier agd fuller . | iy
» o - . T N . .

reading components, We work for;en equal belance of reading and speakiqgl
N r, L 1 I'

from the first week. | . ‘f ¥ | ’ . LI o

- To many 11ngulsts of the audlo-llngual persuasion thls early . .

reading 1§ heresy. We. still get constant arpgument that our students , ,

- L
. >

= 3 séould be able to speak first then take upwreadlng. Whlle we agree -
!
hat this mlght be best in an ideal world 1t‘1s too slow and too -

[

wasteful for\tgday's Asian Studies students.- The argument wou be .
e 4 . - . 2
h;languages having some approxlmatlon of a phonetlo scrlpt '

but it weaﬁéns as_ script and phonology dlverge. Ch&jese is tthextreme

stronger wit

case of minimum feedback between orthography and sound system nd, as , r
-~ , » . Q !
a result, there is, more justification for-giv1ng.th? readlng program ‘

+ . . ~

%peclal status.‘ ' Lo . L !
\\. ) In caee this Bounds‘llke a call fo; a retreat to the mlddle ages ‘ D
. of 1anguage pedagogyﬂ let me hastgn to afflrm that I strongly support
uf . " the audio-lingual method. I belle;e, however, that its’ strict appllcatlon
\

" to reeding BklllB hes been less than beneflclal, or more accuratelv, -
A X .
" 4 ) w ¢

not -optimally successful. ith all ige respect far the” achidvements in
. ,\4— L ~ " , R - .
A o both speaking and readirg under the. prestige methods of the%l950's and '

t‘ . . 2
60's, therqfie atihl no reason why a linguist could not design a program
, P -
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to achleve optimal control of any or: all phases of 1anguage Blel, \B b

read1ng and/or speaklng, 1nta)g1ven amount df t1me. And we need not ”s

- - 4
-

restrict ourselves to tradltlonal sequences if nedds d1ctate another

_ \ )‘ :
"cour37 ﬂe know more aboutfthe'pﬂycheiegy*andﬂphys&diogymofmreadlng A

thaﬂ‘we did 10 or 15 years ago, and ther% is less reéson to view it

=

~ P

a8 s1mp1y a stralght line development of’ BDOkeT language BklllB.

ThlB 1? especlally true in an 1deograph1c Bcrlpt 11ke Chlnese °and

. *

one weakness of our beglnnlng reading materials derives from a basic’

1

mlsunderstandlng of thrg probgem. s

.

N .

I\
The result of hll the above thlnkxng is that the maaor\area

-

¢
for rewon&ing our Chinese mater1als at this time should be 1n the,

reading phase; partlcularly in the plementari texts. We should stop

.

-~ ”

)) devoting so-much of the student timd to ledrning to read conversatronal

'.” Ch;nese. ngh frequency conve%satlonal uocabulary does, not c01nc1de

-—

& L}
neatly with hlgh frequency newspaper anpd’ Journal vocabulary. Much too

 much. time and energy/ls spent 1earning to read transcriptlons of
. e - - .
- rudlmentary speech instead of slmp11f1ed wrltten materaals. For e
*  example, about one half of the De Francls Beglnnfng_Chlneﬁe Reader is
AN . /

)
volume titled Bepinnlng Ch1ne“e is des{gned to teach the convereatlonal
A, ] !
phase. ThlB imbalance is reducéd slowly but it oontinues thro%ghout
pE
his Intermediate and Advanced Readers. - The rest of his reading text

is good and the motivat%pn for selection and repetition of characters

is excellent but the overall effect i€ something 1ess than an 'hones%t!

- /

D\ LI

-

reager. I still think his B(g nning Reader is the best, available but

. c0nversation and dialogs. This in spite of the fact that the companion_

- .

o




for academlc purpoBeB I%woulq prefervless convefﬁatlon 1n the reader, ,"

.
.

.and leps t1me lag between the introductlon of a grammatlcal rule and . -,

T

theﬁappearance of tha same, rule. 1ﬁ the sﬁhken tgkt We ﬁ*lll need at |

'n

genuine Beglnnlng Reader for Chlnese. .. _
“At the 1ntermedtate readlng stage Twenty Lectures 1nﬂ€h1nese
Culture does a very ‘good aob of handling half‘of the problem. "It is

. l
o "
an excellent mld-way written Chinesg text and it makes gggd transltlon

. » - T

.betueen any elementary text and mature, adult Cﬁlnese as publlshed in

¢
newspapers and perlodlcals. ' .
<

However, tbere 15 a nébd for a companion antermedlate volume 1n\'

&
short form charactere and having a Malnland'blant. This shpuld
)!

deflnltely not be an attempt to presentnthe most up—to-date Communlst

s

Jargon and the most recent pof&tﬂbal sloyans Rather it ahould be -

ten to ﬁwenty short lessons deallng with Ch1nese Communist background

-

3

'J .
materials: the Long March, thé Yenan period, 1and reform, reforesttflon,

party and government instltutlons, etc. Such a book should be as-
J \) o LYY
non—polltlcal as posnlble an still use npuc of the kasic étore.of . .

.

térms, names, and concepts which every school child krlows in China.
The malnland texts and teach1ng matdrlals are unigrtunately very weak

in pedegoglcal method and cannot be reo&mmended for classroom use.
. | 4
*At the advanced reading stage a student ehould begln undoctored
: ¢ R
written materials -and weThave plenty of good prepared stuff at ‘this

lewel -- for example, the Mills Reader or the Chi materials on Comméinism.
¥ e ,
Also, almost any present day publlcﬂtion would fild the b111 here w1th

or withqut come degree of he1p in the form of prepared vocabularlee

. . é
. ! - 'S [Ny

£/
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and potes. . v" ‘ ; - , . . ..
. R ’ . 9} s .

Somewheregat tbe end of the 1ntermed1ate level- thkre is the need

there is n°§h1n8 to Peplace them * ) s ‘ia;‘.'”:“rﬁ“
— ® - ) -y B .
,.;-? N have dlscussed wrltten mater1a1s f1rst simply ozfauso I feel this ~
/ ’
area has recelved 1ess serious 11ngu1st10 attention than the BpOanu

In my oplnlon, on any sort of scale of excellence ours available spoken.

-

texts are better:than the avallableq%rltten Yexts. I also feel that.

©.our dictlonaries are adequate. ’Ever&thing could-stand improvement and

v

-

updatlng, but W?en faced w1th prlority declslons I would vote tb start

f1rst oh i troductory general readers and 1ntermed1ate short-form .
f LA ° ' )Q' K]
character texts. = - o . ' '

Here aomethlng should be sa1d about the W1despread myth that

! .,

changes on the halnland have been 80 extreme that none of today's

texts is adequate and that none. of our sﬁudentﬂ ‘cen’ cemmunlcate with

. . | ]

MainYand speaﬁers. It has been serlously suggested tbat we ret1re

v v v/

all our texts and start over with neu.materlals for teachlng thzs
vo ©

radically)changed and elusive language. In my v1ew, any 1arge effort
in this direction would be a mistake 'of prmor1t1es, a potential waste

] . -t. : . " . e r :
or misuse of time and -money;-and a reflection of a basiv misunderstemding

-

of the languafe problems motivating this feeling of inadequacy.

Y

Ithhe first p%aoe the Maldcdh% changes have been almost excluslvely

restrloted to the very narrow confines of tbday B polltlcaiﬂrocabulary.

In the pbonology, svntax, and perhaps 98 percent of the basioc dooabulary

there has been not enough oBange to merit a footnote in any of our
7 Y

~—

"

acdeptahle spoken texts. However, today's political slogans and doctrines

P 7 v
.

.fv\

for upd@ﬁpd newspaper readers. The Yale tezts ‘are gettlng old now but i-\

N




¥ainland Chifese masters within.days of a-formal publication or broad-

.cagt from Peking. A greatly

© to understand/éVerything. 3 e .

. v : . )
IR R S " 7 t
3 & . " §

presont a gontinuous rise and fall,oﬂ new tennindlogy which every T

~ !

. ' v -

i - :
incteased literacy rate coupled with &

narrowtgange of féading mattaz has comb1ned.w1th pressure toward verbalye |

U, - N - LA

‘expression in public and small group sessions. The result has been

that almost ehy Chinese can handle the létqst political concepts’w1th '

ease and,at 1ength, whllé a recent arrival w111 flounder 1n ‘a, morass

of new vocabulary and 1deas.‘ No outslder has . much serious long-

‘lasting difficulty Ulth this problem, but the xnltlal shdok Qan be

traumatlc, especially to native speakers and advanced:students expectlng ‘

-

N\
. , ) ) ’ . .
I feel that the best help for this problem is not in the form of.

a brand new 1anpuage text.: Any new text wouid be out of date at the
moment "of pubflcatgon and the constant expegnse of updatlng would be
'/ .

q\:1bitive. Rather I would propose a small perlodic publlcatlon,x

> . - . - /,

)

postibly in the form of & newsletter, updating current political uocab—
nlary. This would appropriately include new lexicon, capsule explanations
of new slogans and themes,.agn a collection of nameé and terms which -

Iq ]

have" become obsolete br taboo — uping yesterday's vecabulary
‘indlsqumlnately can be‘torse than not kﬁowlng today's. ! .‘
In any event, the Malnﬂand Problem im not 2 top priority consideration
in Chlnese spoken language teaching, but it wll& doubtlees co\tinue
to attract aLgregt deal of enthusiastic attentlon, I submit that it

isg notla problem for basio texts but.rather an appropriate area for
AN

research and apecial study for the advanced atudent or sp=mimi |




EHith chariges that take place so”often and so unexpectedly. oL

';~ When one examines the spdken Chlnese texts in use today the

’ . .4 V ) - ] .
r ! - 4 - B X, A P

o\ , 4 ) L,

prospectlve traveler who Wlll turn to recent naﬁspépers and broadcasts
. t .
for the mater1a1 he neeﬁs. There is no other vmy to keep up—to-date

¢ e

[

general 1mpre551on is that beglnnlng texts do not constitute the main

problem. Either De Francis.or. Tepgkesbury ‘and Fenn seed adequaie for most

~introductory academlc courses: Most of the valid critlclsms of thesg .

texts come in the form of arguing about detalls here and thereg-éhy :

. o . g . IS . \‘\[')
chief contrlbutio\\to such dlscusslons would buwzhe form of‘

.

“

for the next author of 8 beg1nning~text to Bpread the grammar out h

more evenly and to introduoa mbre diffibult grammatical featuies at
. - .- - . t

@ - .

* v 8§ . . .
an aarlier point in the text. There is ne reason teo save such things
‘ -

Bs aspect and resultatlve verbs unt11 the. 1ast,,and tn fact a student o

&
. ' *a

would obviously benefit by ear@ier ‘and longer expoeure ¢o such problems.
..
-Also, when nev spoken texts are being designed I xecommend that

they be written with the self-study programs in mind. There are several

reasons for tﬁis.~ First, if the boqk is désigned to be used by the

~ N
-~

. uﬁéided beginner, it should be that much mo%p useful when used with

-

4 native speaker and/or teachef. Too often a modern Yext puts.se much

L]

reliance on the expanations and guidance of a teacher that the average

student finds he learns well only when the tbacher}ié right at hand.

Tapes and drills are usuallx written to parret the text and the eq&

- Y T

v v .
of&un needs additional explanation: This could be solved by put ingvgn

.

an additional tape component with each lésson, materisl adding sorethinl

=0

new to the learning process .rather than simply reinfqrcing’tho textual
. . - . » . 3 .

s
. . R <& -,

’

. .

=

L




' materlal. If the author began with the concept that the student might

Rz N . : R . . .
«

{
have to do it all on hlB own, both tape and tezt would present a better

bal&need*package*——it-wou%&*aiso<he¥p;to-levelwout—the—;ndlxidua.
/

.

,dlfferences or teachers.ln termsrufrcxperrenceﬁ ity —— >

student working alene would be of great value in encouraglng and: 1mproving

.lacklng a mamor Asian 1anguages thrust. These proprams should be g .
supperted, not as the-best p0581ble wav to 1earn a 1anguage, but rather‘ . ;
as ‘the on;&’way to 1earn it under certaln cendrtlons. . ‘ AR

@hird.’sugh tapes ané texts would be most usefnL toﬂthe‘stu&ent ,l‘,~ . b
who wants to go over the material as.a.peﬁsonal retiew or reﬁresher.course. M'.,'

4 ~

Second, the~course and téxt déslgned to glve maximm help to bhe

programs based on self-lnstructlon such*as the New Yor@ State Critical .
l .

Languages PrOgram. ,Por the 1mmed1ate future these programs -seem to be

o

the moet practical way of ‘spreading Cﬁlnese 1nstruot10n into scheols
r

¢ -

I
Obviously we would be better off if -special texts and tapes vere preduced

*

) . .
fOr both self—study and refresher courses. But grven the unl;kellhood )
£}

that this could’Be done very soon, it “would seem b8, to OOVer all the

possibilities with the spepially deslgned text and tape comblnatlons

-

with the self-study studert \in wind. ,If necessary, a teachers! gylde

[

could give instruétions'on how best to orgaiiize or modi fy the mater1a1

h ]

for formal classroom use T .o

L]

One last point as an ared in #Which a11 the avallable intermediate 'f .|

and advanced spoken language“texts are week. Too little attentlon 13 S~ “

paid, to the point that as a student 1mproves he moveg from a Sentenfe
bulldmng phase 1nto a‘conversation or discourse building phase.‘ Too R

’ =~ —

often intermedlate and advanced sgﬁien texts are merely more of the . |
. " I .,

-




16 .

. R Y ) . .
- . . . /.

. same beg1nn1ng approach = /MOre vocabulary, more art1f1c1al didlogs,

A

mnﬁengrammatlcal notes — tather than a move 1nto extended dlscourse,
. /

““““j”“ﬂﬁmmwmey4oommu$m$jons of a longer end more natural k1nd. 'Atfpresent

Vstﬁdents who_cén'utter or understand a grammatlcal sentence still eften

- L

have trouble uttering or understandlng three grammat:cal gentences in
~ §

eéquence. Texts: and tapgs can be deslgned to give 1ncrea51ng\pract1ce

in this sk111, and the 1anguage used could cnd should‘ﬁe morq natural

- than-the sterilized conversab;one of most second and third 1eve1 texts.

I would propose an ear11er 1ntroductlon to aetual live conversatlons,

completely unedlted but well snnotated, as a method ‘to develop the

skllls and self—confrdence needed in unrehearsed, real 1rfe sltuatlons.

+

- $uch a courae could be developed ‘as & Bupplement to one of the

’

present spoken'teyts. 1 would require large amounts of recorded spoken

/
mater1al for examlnatlon and selection. It would also requlre a heavy

3

. reliance oﬁ the: tape component, a phase of material-develapment which

-

\

has been neglected eo faxr. And for obvious reasons. Qanguage pedagoéy

.

‘even nou‘ns not entircly free of “the. feeling that tapes are only &

poors gubstitute for a native spcaker. Few teachers or gstudents really
4

. undersﬁand that tapes do th1ngs which no ‘human cén do, such‘as repeat’

in absolutely ident;oal faghion for an unlimited number of times.
3

A well designed tape component should be part of any spolken

. s Y

:_1énguage program.

. But gnother reason i}e"ﬁeaknesses of many tape componente

of present language programs is the fact that.good tape programm

T

»

- \
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ceew : : .
¢’ désign and production is ‘one of the'most demanding and. at the same time
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